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DPHHS is offering one-time incentive payments to recruit employees at Montana’s state-run health care facilities. For more information go to Work4DPHHS.com

Attention Veterans: Please take the Veterans Long-Term Care Needs survey by May 31, 2024
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                            Public Health & Safety: Harmful Algal Blooms

View the Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) Map or Submit a Report

These are public reports of algal blooms. Reports do not represent a comprehensive list of all HABs. Therefore, this map does not show the full potential of waterbodies experiencing blooms, nor can we accurately know the health risk at any given time. Advisories (caution or closure) are issued by experts, but it is impossible to keep the status of each report perfectly up to date. Toxin production may occur or dissipate at any moment. Please use your best judgment to determine if a bloom is in the area, and if in doubt, stay out.


 

 

 



            

                                    

                                 
                                                    	                        

        
                	                
              
                                          
                                                    
                           
                                    
                        
                                                                    
                                                                                What are Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)
                                    
                                                            
                        

                        
                            
                                Harmful algal blooms (HABs) are an overgrowth of a type of algae, known as cyanobacteria, in water that can affect water quality and aquatic life. Some cyanobacteria can create toxins that may harm people and animals. Use caution during a HAB event (or a potential HAB event) as your health can be impacted when you are near the water, consume the water, or swim in the water.
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                                What does a bloom look like?

HABs appear as “pea soup”, “grass clippings”, or “spilled paint” and are usually suspended in the water column or floating on the surface in a mat. The bloom can be many colors including green, blue, gold, or red.


 



Where can a HAB be found?

Cyanobacteria are naturally-occurring photosynthetic bacteria found in many habitats (including recreational waters). Potentially toxic blue-green algae occur throughout Montana in any standing bodies of water exposed to the sun, e.g., lakes, reservoirs, stock ponds, eddies in slow moving water, and roadside ditches.



How can you prevent a HAB-associated illness?

If you suspect a bloom, avoid touching or ingesting the water. Avoid inhalation of aerosolized (particle-sized droplets) of water. If you and/or your pet do go into the water, wash yourself off with clean water immediately after.



What are some symptoms of a HAB-associated illness?

Symptoms can start within a few hours of exposure and last for 2-3 days. In humans and animals, symptoms may include: skin, ear, eye, nose, or throat irritation; respiratory issues; lethargy, paralysis, tremors or seizures; abdominal pain, diarrhea, or vomiting.



                            

                        

                    

                                    
                        
                                                                    
                                                                                HABs Guidance and Advisory Signs
                                    
                                                            
                        

                        
                            
                                Harmful Algal Bloom Guidance Document


 

HAB Reporting Webinar (30 min)

A training for water-related professionals helping respond to HAB reports.



 

These temporary advisory signs may be posted by the appropriate authority: 
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                                Useful Resources
	DEQ's HAB Factsheet
	EPA's Harmful Algal Bloom Webpage
	CDC's Harmful Algal Blooms and associated Illness


 



See a Bloom, Give it Room (2 min)

Montana's Capital High School's award winning video.





You Can Prevent Nutrient Pollution (45 sec) 
 



Science Safeguards Drinking Water From Harmful Algal Blooms (3 min) 
 



Algal Blooms Can Harm Your Health (40 sec) 
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                           Think you or an animal have been exposed to a HAB?

	Talk to your health provider or veterinarian
	Call poison control 1-800-222-1222
	Call animal poison control 1-888-426-4435 (fee based)


Think you see a HAB?

	Submit a Report Online
	Call 1-888-849-2938; or
	Email HAB@mt.gov
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